
Start at the northwest corner of Bridge 

Street and Park Avenue, across from Bridge 
Park.   
 
The Pioneers called it Main Street because 
they assumed it would eventually be the 
center of the business district, Bridge Street 
being the muddy and smelly center of fish-
ing, lumbering, and shipping.  Nonetheless, 
in 1906 it became Park Avenue.   
 
Byron See acquired the corner lot in 1879, 
built a store in 1880, & sold it in 1889.  It 
was destroyed by fire in 1906 and replaced 
by the bank building that currently houses 
Simonsen Bakery and Cafe.  
 
Walk west, away from Round Lake.  You 
will pass the hair salon Panache on your 
right.  This little building was added in the 
1950s by the Hess Furniture Company on 
the corner, to connect to the next building.   
 
Philo Beers House. At 103 Park you’ll find 
the Philo Beers homestead, built in 1865 
and the oldest standing building in Charle-
voix.  Mr. Beers was the probate judge, 
postmaster, and druggist, so this building 
was also one of the first post offices.   In 
the 1870s it was the only structure on block 
2, which was owned by Beers.  Today it 
houses the Roquette Burger Bistro. Over 
the years it housed many other businesses.  
In the early 1900s noted watercolorist Jane 
Stanley exhibited her work in this “little gal-
lery with yellow doors.”  More recently, it 
was the site of the “HIP” shop, for Helen, 
Irene, and Polle, who operated their busi-
nesses there.  

  

Hoffman Park.  Amos Fox, one of the earli-
est settlers in the area and owner of a large 
lumbering operation that serviced Great 
Lakes steamers, purchased the site now 
known as Hoffman Park from the Philo Beers 
estate in 1879, and built his elegant home 
there. In 1908 it became the official resi-
dence of the lighthouse keeper.  The house 
was razed in 1984.  Walk to the north end of 
this small park.  It overlooks the Pine River 
Channel, which people crossed by footbridge 
until it was dredged in 1873.  The fence 
around the park is made of parts of the old 
iron channel bridge; the key used to open 
the bridge for boat traffic is in the park as 
well.  
 
Michigan Beach & Charlevoix Light-
house.  When you reach Grant Street, turn 
right for a short walk to Michigan Beach and 
the South Pier on which the lighthouse 
stands.  The first lighthouse was built in 
1885 on the North Pier; in 1911 it was 
moved to the South Pier.  The lighthouse 
was recently returned to the red color most 
of our residents remember from their child-
hoods. 
 
Lake Michigan Beach, an area once owned 
by Amos Fox, is the site of the “Battle of 
Pine River,” the only land-sea battle ever 
fought in the Great Lakes, between local 
fishermen and Mormons from Beaver Island.   
It happened in 1853, when the area was 
settled and governed primarily by Mormons.  
The fishermen had broken state laws by 
paying their Native American crews with liq-
uor, and the unarmed Mormons sailed from 
Beaver Island to confront the lawbreakers.   
H-A bathrooms, public parking    
 

Earl Young Homes.  Return to Park Ave-
nue and walk the triangular block on the 
south side of the street.  It has many of the 
city’s famed Earl Young homes.   
 
Young grew up in Charlevoix and attended 
the University of Michigan for one year.  He 
married Irene Harsha, and began building 
his signature homes in the 1920s as an ex-
tension of his real estate business.  The 
house Young built for his bride in 1918 is at 
304 Park.  Most of the homes on the block 
you are walking were built or remodeled by 
Young beginning in the 1930s.  Many of 
them have curving shake roofs, and nearly 
all have natural stone fireplaces.  As you 
walk around the block, you’ll find yourself 
at the corner of Grant and Clinton, across 
the street from the beautiful library. 
 
Charlevoix Public Library.  The former 
Charlevoix Middle School, built in 1927, was 
decommissioned in 2002 when the new 
high school was opened, and the middle 
school moved to the old high school build-
ing.  It was renovated and re-opened in 
2006 as a public library.  This showpiece of 
architecture and workmanship is definitely 
worth a stop.  It also has comfortable read-
ing rooms, children’s areas, and free wire-
less Internet.  Pick up your e-mail while 
you’re here.  220 W. Clinton St. 231-547-
2651 www.charlevoixlibrary.org 

H-A bathrooms, Free Wi-Fi 
 
Finish your “walk around the block,” return-
ing to Park Avenue, and turn right toward 
Round Lake.   



First Congretational Church.  The con-
gregation was established September of 
1882, and the church building was dedi-
cated in January of 1885.  It was listed on 
the state registry of Historic Places in 1995. 
 
Harsha House.   After you pass the Con-
gregational Church, turn right onto State 
Street.  At 103 State you will find the Victo-
rian Harsha House, a registered state his-
toric site, built in 1891 by local business-
man Horace Harsha.  It was donated to the 
Charlevoix Historical Society in 1979.  
Today it houses the museum and collec-
tions of the Society.  Stop in!  103 State 
Street, 231-547-0373 www.chxhistory.com/
harsha.htm 

Public Bathroom 
 
Stockman House  Return to Park Avenue 
and cross State on your way  back to 
Round Lake.  The first house on your right 
is the Morris Stockman house, built in 1869.  
Stockman was a fisherman, farmer, and 
hardware merchant.  His wife Charlotte was 
the first paid teacher at the small log school 
built on Stockman’s south-side property in 
1861.  Today the building houses the of-
fices of Mason and Kammerman, PC, certi-
fied public accountants.    
 
LennieIngalls House.  The 4th-oldest 
home in Charlevoix was built by Beaver Is-
land ship chandler Ben Campbell for Mag-
dalena (Lennie) Beers Ingalls, daughter of 
Philo Beers and 21-year-old widow of Am-
mon Ingalls.  The City acquired the building 
at the death of Ben and Lennie’s grand-
daughter, Erma DeWitt.  It was burned to 
the ground in just a few minutes shortly 
before daylight after being used in the film-
ing of a movie, on March 24, 2010.   

Jackson Ingalls House The next house 
you see is the Jackson Ingalls home.  Jack-
son, elder brother of Ammon, was an active 
community member and held several public 
offices.  His home was built in 1868.  In 
1887 Elnora Ingalls, Jackson’s wife, survived 
the burning and sinking of the steamer 
Champlain in Lake Michigan just south of 
Charlevoix, spending several hours in the 
frigid waters awaiting rescue.  Today the 
building houses the Treasure Chest, a gift 
shop. 
 
Burnett House The next house, at 104 
Park, was built around 1910 by A.T. Burnett 
and his wife Sarah, replacing an earlier 
building.  This property has a long history of 
ownership by some of Charlevoix’s most ac-
tive, entrepreneurial, and eccentric leaders.  
Today it houses Pine River Books, LLC, 
which offers Charlevoix’s largest selection of 
used books, and welcomes browsers. 
Public Bathroom, Free Wi-Fi 

 
Finish. The final stop on your tour is the 

southwest corner of Park and Bridge.  Mr. 
L.D. Bartholomew built a large building on 
this corner, called Bartholomew block, in the 
1880s.  The first floor housed three stores, 
and the second an auditorium, capable of 
seating 600 people.  The building was de-
stroyed by fire in 1923 and replaced by the 
building that stands there today.   
        
To learn more about the homes and people 
of Park Avenue, or other projects of the 
Charlevoix County History Preservation Soci-
ety, visit our website:  www.cchps.info. 

 
Take a walk through the history of Charle-
voix, one of Michigan’s most beautiful com-
munities.  Stroll down Park Avenue to see 
the oldest buildings in town, the famous 
Earl Young houses, Lake Michigan Beach 
and the lighthouse, our acclaimed library, 
and the Harsha House Museum.   
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